INTRODUCTION7-1
Over the 30 years since the enactment of the federal Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water Acts, regional governments, citizens and the private sector have worked together to make dramatic progress in improving the quality of surface waters and drinking water.  Thirty years ago, many of the nation’s drinking-water systems provided water to the tap with either very limited treatment (usually disinfection) or no treatment at all.  Drinking water was too often the cause of acute illnesses linked to microbiological containments or of longer-term health problems resulting from exposure to low levels of toxic and other containments.  Today, drinking water systems monitor the quality of the water they provide and treat water to ensure compliance with standards covering a wide range of containments.  In addition, new efforts to prevent contaminants from entering drinking-water sources are helping to keep drinking water safe, such as regulating the disposal of wastes to ground waters that are potential sources of drinking water.

WATER UTILITIES GOALS, STRATEGIES AND OBJECTIVES
The Village’s primary goal with respect to water utilities (i.e. drinking water and waste water) is to protect the health of its citizens the its environment by preventing or minimizing the level of contaminants released to the environment (as in the case of waste water utilities) and to assure the delivery of safe drinking water to its citizens at affordable rates (as in the case of drinking water utilities).  In order to accomplish this goal, the following objectives are recommended (strategies for accomplishing the objectives are discussed in subsequent sections of this Water Utilities element of the Comprehensive Plan):

· Ensure the delivery of safe drinking water to all the citizens of Volente through monitoring and regulatory oversight of drinking water sources, whether surface water or ground water, consistent with the Texas Water Code;

· Provide regulatory oversight of water and sewer utilities, whether pubic or private, to ensure that charges to its citizens are necessary and cost based;

· Provide and/or promote sustainable drinking water and waste water infrastructure;

· Protect sources of drinking water from contamination.

AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE WATER UTILITY SERVICES
The authority of the Village of Volente to regulate water utility systems  as a general law municipality comes primarily from Chapter 402 of the Texas Local Government Code.  In addition, Chapter 401 of the Texas Local Government Code allows the Village to restrict

pumping, extraction or use of ground water to prevent the use of or contact with ground water that presents an actual or potential threat to human health.  Under the Texas Local Government Code, Volente has the authority to:

· Provide or not provide water utility services;

· Contract with a water district (such as LCRA) to provide a supply of untreated water;

· Contract with a water district or a non-profit corporation to construct and then convey to the Village water utilities;

· Contract with a water district or a non-profit corporation to construct and operate water utilities;

· Contract with a non-profit private entity to provide raw or treated water;

· Contract with a water improvement district or water control and improvement district to supply water;

· Agree to the formation of a municipal utility district to provide water utility services to all or portions of the Village.

The citizens of Volente clearly stated their preference in public hearings and through the 2004 Committee Survey that the Village not provide public water utility services.  The Steering Committee’s interpretation of public input was that the community would not support the cost (i.e. through higher taxes) to retrofit the community with public water utilities.  Therefore, it is recommended that for the near future the Village of Volente not provide public water utility services for its citizens.  However, the Village should continue to regulate the private, on-site water systems to protect the health and safety of its citizens, to protect the environment, and to protect the water quality of the two principal sources of drinking water, i.e. Lake Travis along the Volente shoreline and the underlying ground water aquifers.

Also, the Village should exercise its authority to regulate water utilities through whom water services might be provided to some or all of the citizens of the Village through contracts or consent agreements with water districts, non-profit water supply corporations, water control districts, water control and improvement districts or municipal utility districts.  In almost all cases where entities other than the Village provide water utility services within Volente, the potential exists for the Village to ultimately retain ownership of water utility system infrastructure.  Therefore, it is recommended that any water utility infrastructure within Volente be designed and constructed to acceptable engineering and utility service standards, such as required by the City of Austin.

In addition, until water utility services are provided to the citizens of Volente, residential and non-residential development within the Village will continue to rely upon wells for drinking water and on-site waste disposal systems (i.e. septic systems and/or holding tanks) for waste water treatment.  As allowed by the Texas Local Government Code, the Village should enact regulations which are as stringent as the LCRA’s on-site sewage facilities regulations (see the Baseline Analysis element of the Comprehensive Plan) and are as stringent as the Edwards Aquifer Authority’s regulations for well construction.

The Village should also enact regulations which provide Volente with regulatory oversight to ensure that water utility rates are fair and necessary and are based upon true costs to provide such services to its citizens.
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