MEMORANDUM

DATE

May 20, 2008
TO

VOV City Council
FROM

Planning & Zoning Commission
RE

Report on Regular Called Meeting, Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Our meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Those present included Chair Allison Thrash, Vice-Chair Judi Graci, Commissioners David Gavenda, Ron Montanez, Brian Nasky and now Alternate/Former Chair Jack Hirschhorn.  Others were Village Attorney Tom Buckle, Village Engineer David Simons, Village Inspector Marc Dickey, Councilmember Justine Hlista-Blackmore, incoming Councilmember Fred Graber, Mayor Jan Yenawine, etc.

RE Item 2, there were no Citizen Comments.

RE Item 3. Discussion and possible action on the final plat of Volente Peak Phase I and a Waiver Request from:

a. Preliminary Plat and Site Plan Requirements of the Village Subdivision Ordinance;

b. Section 31.122 (b) (8) no lot shall be less than 75’ in width;

c. Section 31.122 (d) (2) requiring block length within a subdivision not to exceed 1,100 ft.; and

d. Section 31.117 (c) (1) (V) of the Subdivision Ordinance and Sections 33.354 and 33.355 of the Site Development Ordinance regarding Parkland and Open Space Dedication.

Applicant Greg Hammond and his Engineer, Keith Collins, made their presentation for this Item.  This Item is not the Applicant’s project on the hill that is being designed to the specs of the Village’s PDD for it.  Basically this Item is the necessary clean-up of the old “pigtail lots” originally divided by John Shipley.  Travis County wants this clean-up to be done before it will move forward on its role in the permanent dedication of the Preserve land owned by the Hammonds/Shipley.  Tom Buckle indicated this is something the Village wants and needs to do, too.

Judi Graci moved to recommend approval of their Waiver Request for all four items, with Ron Montanez seconding.  The motion was unanimously approved.  NOTE:  It’s the Commission’s understanding the Village is now in possession of the $30,000 previously held in escrow by the City of Austin for this application.  The Commission recommends this $30,000 be used toward the Village’s obligation of management of the stormwater conveyance for Lots 1-4.
RE Item 4. Discussion and possible action on the application for a Variance Request by landowner and developers for the proposed Resubdivision of Lot 15 Phase 1 Volente Peak, 8295 Lime Creek Road, Garrett-Ihnen Civil Engineers for Daffron Properties Ltd.  Applicant is requesting a Variance from:

a. the Site Development Ordinance, Sec. 33.339 (a) (1) All cut and fill land balancing shall be limited to a maximum of five feet (5’).

b. Site Development Ordinance, Sec. 33.338 (a) Slope Limits. No construction or land disturbing activities shall be permitted on natural grades with slopes of twenty-five percent (25%) or steeper.

Applicant Engineer, Aaron Penscik, made the presentation for this Item.  This property has been before the Commission twice before and much discussion has ensued between the landowner, builder, engineer and the Village regarding how long the owner has been in possession of the property, the subsequent adoption of development ordinances by the Village, the maximum cut and fill for which a variance is requested, the maximum grade of slope for which a variance is requested, and particularly the difference in cut and fill at the residential building sites and the cut and fill at the shared driveway site.
David Gavenda moved to recommend conditional approval of their Variance for the cut and fill for the driveway with one condition being that Council determines/approves acceptable materials used for slope protection at the driveway, and the other condition being that the Applicant submits a Site Plan of the residential building sites for review by P&Z and Council.  Judi Graci seconded the motion.  David Gavenda and Judi Graci voted in favor of the recommendation.  Ron Montanez, Brian Nasky and Allison Thrash voted against the recommendation.  The motion for conditional approval of their Variance failed.

RE Item 5. Discussion and possible action on Minor Plat Resubdivision of Lot 13, Lake Travis Subdivision No. 2, 16612 Arren Terrace, for owner Ron Murray.  Applicant is:

a. Requesting a Waiver from payment of all Village fees; and

b. Requesting Village acceptance of recommendation to approve plat by Travis County Commissioners Court made 09/16/03 as technical review for this application and Waive conflicting requirements in the Village’s development ordinances.
Applicant Engineer, Aaron Penscik, made the presentation for this Item.  Tom Buckle indicated the Village could reasonably do either of two actions.  Specifically, the Village could require the Applicant to complete the current application process now that the Village is incorporated, or recommend approval of the waivers with/without any conditions.
Ron Montanez moved to recommend Conditional Approval of the Waivers with the following conditions:  (1) the Applicant pay his old outstanding balance of $400 to the Village for past fees; (2) the Plat will not be filed until the new septic system is installed and approved; and (3) that the Village’s Council ratify the previous review of his application done by the City of Austin and Travis County.  Judi Graci seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

RE Item 6. Discussion and possible action on a Variance Request Sec. 33.338 (b) Slope Limits.  No roadways or driveways shall be constructed on natural grades with slopes steeper than fifteen percent (15%) except where necessary to provide primary access to areas of flatter slopes, constituting a minimum of two (2) contiguous acres or building sites for at least five (5) residential units.  Request for Variance from Tom Crider of Lake Ridge Custom Homes for 15210 FM 2769, Volente, TX.

Applicant Builder Tom Crider made the presentation for this Item, showing the locations where the driveway exceeds 15%.  Much discussion and review ensued—since this driveway has already been completed—and it was discovered that even though the plan bore the notation that the Applicant needed to request a Variance, the plan also bore the Approval by the Village Inspector at the time.

Jack Hirschhorn (who had stepped in for David Gavenda who had to leave at 10:00 p.m.) moved to recommend Conditional Approval of the Variance with the condition being that the Applicant must obtain/show approval to the Village of his driveway by the Village’s Fire Chief.  Brian Nasky seconded the motion and it was unanimously  approved.
Brian Nasky moved to Adjourn our Commission meeting at 10:55 p.m., with Ron Montanez seconding, and it passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Allison Thrash, Chair

Planning & Zoning Commission

