MEMORANDUM

DATE

October 21, 2008

TO

VOV City Council

FROM

Planning & Zoning Commission

RE

Report on Regular Called Meeting, Wednesday, October 8, 2008

Our meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Those present included Chair Allison Thrash, Vice-Chair Judy Graci, Commissioners David Gavenda, Jack Hirschhorn and Ron Montanez.  Also present were Village Engineer David Simons and Village Secretary Jennifer Zufelt.
RE Item 2, Citizen Comments. None.  
RE Item 3. Discussion and possible action on a Variance Request from Applicant Patricia Gerentine for construction of a new spa with decking to be built in the flood plain at 15787 Booth Circle.
There was much discussion between Commissioners, the Applicant and the Applicant’s builder regarding her removal of the previous wood decking/stairs and her proposal for construction of a new vanishing edge spa with concrete stairs.  A previously disapproved site review by the Village’s Inspector, ATS, indicated the need for a variance from construction within the flood plain.  Ensuing discussion established that although an additional 600 sq. ft. of impervious cover in the flood plain was being proposed, the application does not exceed the 20% impervious cover allowed for single-family residential use.  The Commission requested and the Applicant agreed to relocate the spa mechanical equipment higher on the property and farther from the flood plain.  Ron Montanez made a Motion to Recommend Approval of the Variance, with Jack Hirschhorn Seconding, and the Motion Passed unanimously. 
RE Item 4. Discussion and possible action to amend the Zoning Ordinance Section 30.135 for any possible changes concerning Non-Conforming Uses and Structures.
After much discussion and disagreement among Commissioners, this item was Tabled, pending further input from Council.  This item originated from the Village’s Board of Adjustments and the Commission has received input from BOA Chair Mike Gold.  Commissioners have reviewed the Village’s current Section 30.135 as well as Jonestown’s Section 94.069 regarding Non-Conforming Uses and Structures.
The issues are (A) whether or not Section 30.135 adequately addresses the particular challenges sometimes faced by residents within the IR Infill Redevelopment Overlay Zone and (B) whether or not Non-Conforming Uses and Non-Conforming Structures are adequately defined in the ordinance. 

Some Commissioners believe the intent of the section was to allow the Village a case-by-case review of variances sought by folks in the IR Infill Redevelopment Overlay Zone and, therefore, that no change in the language is really needed, except perhaps to better define Non-Conforming Use.

However, other Commissioners took strong exception to a proposal to add the following language as a possible solution:  Neither the footprint nor square footage of a Non-Conforming Structure may be enlarged, extended, constructed, reconstructed or altered, unless approved by the Village’s P&Z Commission and Council.
The Commission seeks Council’s further input on these issues as part of its deliberation on amending the Village’s Zoning Ordinance.  This item will be on the Commission’s November Agenda.

RE Item 5. Discussion and possible action regarding windmill energy regulation ordinance.
Commissioners have gathered data and had previous discussions regarding this item.  In an effort to finalize its recommendation to Council, a Subcommittee consisting of David Gavenda and Allison Thrash was formed to prepare a draft ordinance for consideration by the full Commission at its November meeting. 
RE Item 6. Update from the September 16, 2008 Village Council Meeting:
Village Secretary Jennifer Zufelt and Village Engineer David Simons reviewed the document generated by Councilmember Justine Hlista-Blackmore that covered Council’s request for Commission review of specific ordinance issues.  The following reflects the Commission’s recommendations and assignments:
a. Review of Site Development to establish a fine or adopt a general fine ordinance.

a. Jack Hirschhorn made a Motion to Recommend Approval of Amending the Site Development Ordinance such that its language addressing fines is consistent with the language of the Village’s other development ordinances, i.e., “…not to exceed $2,000…”.  David Gavenda Seconded the Motion, and the Motion Passed unanimously.

b. Review Flood Plain Ordinance.

a. Jack Hirschhorn was assigned to review and make recommendations at the November P&Z meeting.
c. Review Tree Cutting/Clearing/Landscaping Regulations.

a. Judy Graci was assigned to review and make recommendations at the November P&Z meeting.

d. Review of Ordinance regarding Non-Commercial Stables/Livestock, etc. in Residential Zoning.

a. Ron Montanez was assigned to review and make recommendations at the November P&Z meeting.
RE Item 7. Approval of Minutes September 3, 2008.
Jack Hirschhorn made a Motion to Recommend Approval of the Minutes, with Judy Graci Seconding, and the Motion Passed unanimously. 

RE Item 8. Future Meetings and Agenda Items.
The Commission would be grateful if Councilmember Justine Hlista-Blackmore could be present at its November meeting for her input on the Commission’s ordinance work.
RE Item 11. Adjourn.  Ron Montanez moved to Adjourn our Commission meeting at 10:10 p.m., with Judy Graci seconding, and it passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Allison Thrash, Chair, Planning & Zoning Commission[image: image1.png]



