MEMORANDUM

DATE

June 17, 2008

TO

VOV City Council

FROM

Planning & Zoning Commission

RE

Report on Regular Called Meeting, Wednesday, June 4, 2008

Our meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Those present included Chair Allison Thrash, Vice-Chair Judi Graci, Commissioners David Gavenda, Ron Montanez and Brian Nasky.
RE Item 2, Citizen Comments, the Commission heard from Michael Long, a resident of Jackson Street, and Sam Love.  Michael Long was eager to hear Commissioner Nasky’s report on the BCRUA Board Meeting.  Sam Love was there for the update as well.  
RE Item 3. Report from Commissioner Brian Nasky regarding May 5, 2008 BCRUA Board Meeting where Site 4 (Jackson St.) was accepted as the preferred site for deep water intake facility.

Commissioner Nasky detailed the proceedings of the meeting.  He distributed copies of the BCRUA Summary Report, highlighting particular points of interest to the Village of Volente.  He urged the Village to become more proactive on this matter, especially in presenting due diligence data to the BCRUA in response to data from the Summary Report.  Commissioner Graci, who also attended the Board meeting, explained this is a serious issue for the Village needing both time and money.  She also stated the LCRA needs to be made accountable.  Resident Michael Long stated it appeared to all boil down to the choice of “legislation vs. litigation”.  Commissioner Gavenda emphasized that the public needs to be made aware of the real figures available on reliable water.  All Commissioners agreed that the Village needs to especially work at protecting its thoroughfares.  
RE Item 4. Update from May 20th Council Meeting.
Commissioner Thrash presented her report to the Commission on the proceedings and actions of the City Council, including Council’s response to items recommended up from P&Z.
RE Item 5. Discussion and possible action regarding windmill energy regulation ordinance.
Much discussion ensued on this topic, resulting in several questions for Council as follows:

a) Before P&Z digs any deeper into this project, does all of Council truly want this ordinance?

b) What is Council’s response to allowing small wind energy machines, e.g., for backup water?

c) What is Council’s response to allowing small hobbyist windmills?

The Commission is considering requiring a Site Plan (and perhaps a limit) for large wind energy machines, as well as addressing issues of safety (e.g., location of blades on site), of the location on a site, of the noise level created, of any obstruction of view, etc.  But the Commission first needs to confirm that all of Council wants such an ordinance. 

RE Item 6. Discussion and possible action to amend regulation to ordinance regarding 15% driveway grade for all driveways.
Much discussion ensued, with Commissioners reviewing Section 33.338 Slope Limits.

Commissioner Nasky moved (1) that Section 33.338 (b) be revised to read, “No roadways or driveways shall be constructed on natural grades with slopes steeper than fifteen percent (15%) unless approved by both the Village’s Fire Department and City Council.”; (2) that Section 33.338 (e) be deleted in its entirety; and (3) that the language of Section 33.333 Driveways in Public Right-of-Way (e) (6) Joint-Use Driveways be revised to conform to the City of Austin’s standards.  Commissioner Montanez seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.
RE Item 7, Approval of Minutes.  Commissioner Nasky moved to approve the Meeting Minutes of April 2, 2008, with Judi Graci seconding the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  Commissioner Nasky moved to approve the Meeting Minutes of May 7, 2008, with Ron Montanez seconding the motion, and it was unanimously approved.
RE Item 8, Future Meetings and Agenda Items.  The next meeting of the Commission is Wednesday, July 2nd, at 7:00 p.m.
Brian Nasky moved to Adjourn our Commission meeting at 9:15 p.m., with Ron Montanez seconding, and it passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Allison Thrash, Chair

Planning & Zoning Commission
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