 Village of Volente Regular Council Meeting, 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008,

Regular Meeting at 7:00 P.M.

VVFD and Community Center, 15406 FM 2769, Volente, Texas.

1.   Call to Order and Establishment of a Quorum. Meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. Present were Jan Yenawine, Carey Witt, Justine Blackmore-Hlista, Lee Bass, Gary Murphy and Richard Fraser.

3. Citizens Comments: Mattie Adams presented Council a draft resolution regarding the efforts of the BCRUA to obtain funding from the Texas Water Board to construct and operate industrial facilities within Volente, and asked that they consider adopting it.
4. Discussion and possible action regarding a variance for Bernie Larson, Booth Circle, to allow PEC to set a pole at the corner of Ray Vista and Booth Circle. Mr. Larson explained to Council that the overhead wires are encroaching on his property and he would like a new pole set so they can be moved. Carey Witt made a motion to allow PEC to set another pole to move the lines from the encroaching his property. Richard Fraser asked for an amendment to the motion to allow for the variance to set the pole on the east side of the intersection so as the large oak tree will not be damaged. Carey Witt accepted the amendment with Gary Murphy seconding the motion. All agreed.
5. Discussion and possible action regarding the extension of final plat recordation of Highland Bend Estates. Aaron Pesek presented to Council the reason for the need to have another extension stating that TXDOT has approved the driveway changes but they must work on getting the site distance. Richard Fraser made a motion to extension of four months, (May 31, 2008), with Carey Witt seconding. All agreed.
6. Discussion and possible action to adopt the 


a. International Residential Code 2006 and appendices A – Q. This item was taken out of order. Greg Powell, local builder, asked that Council do further research on the appendences of the IRC 2006 before adopting all of them as some of them do not even pertain to anything that the Village has. Mr. Powell does not think that appendix P, pertaining to residential sprinkler systems should be adopted because it is too expensive and they would not work on the water well systems, additional water supply storage tanks would have to be installed.
Carlo Munoz, a local builder, also voice concerns regarding the residential sprinkler systems stating they are not reliable and they drive the cost of building a home up. He also stated there are not many companies that will install them.

Volente Fire Chief Walter Groman spoke to Council and residents stating that studies show there has been no known deaths in a sprinkles home and that sprinklers help you to get out of the house. Cost analysis is it adds $1.50 to $2.00 a sq ft to building cost.

Gary Frame stated he felt that no all the appendences needed to be adopted and that the residential sprinkler systems would be a good idea for Volente and that most all of the newer homes already have storage tanks and extra boosters. He also stated it reduces insurance.

Gary Murphy suggested that this item be tabled until the Chief and builders can bring more research for review.

7. Discussion and possible action regarding a contract with Texas Disposal System for trash service and recycling. Councilmember Lee Bass presented to council the details of the draft contract. Citizen concerns were presented from Tom Ashcraft, Nancy Carufel, Gary Frame, Stephanie Munoz and Sam Love which included concern of the charges being raised suggesting a cap be put in contract, is the recycling mandatory, and outside village residents will have to pay a fuel charge. 
Council was advised that if the rate was raised $1.50 more then a dumpster would be provide and manned twice a year for a city wide clean up day. Richard Fraser suggested not including the dumpster rate and allowing the Village to provide that service.
Richard Fraser made a motion to enter into a contract with Texas Disposal for exclusive trash service in Volente and to present the contract at the next Council meeting for the Mayors signature. Lee Bass seconded.

Councilman Gary Murphy stated he was not in favor of an exclusive contract but like the idea of recycling. Four council members were in favor of the contract with one opposed.

8. Discussion and possible action regarding:

                a. Lime Creek Road funds and repair. Two bids were presented to Council for the repair work to extend and repair the curves on Lime Creek RD. Richard Fraser made a motion to award the job to R. Nelson Concrete for all five sites with the scope of work contract to be presented at the next meeting. Justine Blackmore-Hlista seconded
                b. Discussion and possible action regarding Senior Tax Freeze. Ann Steichen asked Council once again to freeze taxes for senior citizens, stating her concern of loosing village seniors due to high taxes, that they are the founders of Volente. Nancy Carufel stated that there should be no concern of a “flood of seniors”. When the taxes are frozen they still have to pay taxes. Tom Ashcraft voiced his concern of the impact on the Village’s revenue. Carol Schleck told council that any tax break would be appreciated. Councilmember Gary Murphy also stated his concerns of funds but does not want seniors to be forced out due to high taxes. He suggested that Council continue the $30, 000 deduction and review again at end of the fiscal year. Richard Fraser and Carey Witt also felt that keeping it at the $30, 000 for now was best for the Village at this time. Ann Steichen asked that it be put to a vote by the voters.
Richard Fraser made a motion to do a non binding referendum vote on the ad volorem value senior tax freeze. Gary Murphy seconded with all others agreeing.

                c. Discussion and possible action regarding burn ban. Discussion ensued to allow the Village Fire Chief to declare when to put a burn ban on due to certain weather conditions. It was suggested that an interlocal agreement with ESD 14 should be put into place. No action was taken
9. Update on Meeting with Consultant Robert Bruce. Council member Justine Blackmore-Hlista reported that Mr. Bruce came to Volente to take measurements of noise in different areas of Volente and he would have a report to us by the end of the week.
10. Staff Report: Minutes from December 18, 2007. Richard Fraser made a motion to approve the minutes with the correction of adding Gary Murphy’s name to item #1. Carey Witt seconded. All agreed. Minutes approved

      a. Tree trimming update. City Secretary, Jennifer Zufelt reported that the tree trimming was going well and they had finished trimming on Lime Creek RD and were now on Booth Circle.

      b. Financial report. Reviewed

      c. Discussion and possible action to call the general May Election 2008. Gary Murphy made a motion to approve resolution to call the 2008 election with Richard Fraser seconding. All agreed.
 11. Future meetings and agenda items. Tim Davis wrote a letter asking Council to be put on the February agenda to discuss the new sign ordinance. Council felt they had spent enough time on the ordinance and suggested he could speak to them in the citizens comment section. Next regular meeting will be February 20, 2008. Agenda items will be Texas Disposal System contract.
 12. Adjourn. Lee Bass made a motion to adjourn with Justine Blackmore-Hlista seconding. All agreed. Meeting adjourned at 9:47 P.M.
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _______DAY OF FEBRUARY 2008.

___________________________                ________________________________

 Jan Yenawine, Mayor


Jennifer Zufelt, City Secretary
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