
 

 

 
MINUTES 
OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE VILLAGE OF VOLENTE, TEXAS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2015 at 6:30 P.M. 
16100 Wharf Cove, Volente, Texas 78641 

 
Present:        Also in Attendance: 

Council Member Bill Connors     Tom Buckle, City Attorney 

Council Member Babs Yarbrough 

Council Member David Springer 

Council Member Kristi Belote 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Scott 

Mayor Ken Beck 

 

1. Open Regular Meeting. 

Mayor Ken Beck called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. 

 

2. Call Roll.  
Julia Vicars, Acting City Secretary called roll. All present and a quorum established. 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance. 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

4. Mayor’s Report.  
Mayor Ken Beck reviews the Council’s prioritized goals for 2015 with ordinance review being a major 
priority. Reminds the Audience of the Town Hall Meeting scheduled for Saturday, February 21 at which 
the BCRUA will present Phase 2 of their plans. The Mayor met with the Mayor of Cedar Park. The Mayor 
summarized the process of staff meetings in office, during which the Mayor reviews any complaints or 
crime that has occurred. These reports will be included at Council beginning in March. Mayor is in the 
process of reviewing the administrative and building costs for the Village.  
 

5. Citizens Comments.  
Judy Barrick, 15907 Booth Circle, spoke on wanting more public copies for the Audience at future 
meetings. 
Nancy Carufel, 8138 Joy Rd, spoke about the roadway clearing and asked that the mulch be cleared out 
sooner than last year’s mulch was.  
Jan Yenawine, says he attended the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting and asks Council to 
encourage the use of trams and stairs over the use of roadways for lake access.  



 

 

Allison Thrash, comments on the improved appearance of the website and thanks Acting City Secretary 
Julia Vicars for the work on the website. Wishes to see the Vision Statement return to the Agenda for 
reading aloud.  
Terry Spurlin, suggests that the Vision Statement be printed and placed on the wall to save time, since 
she is limited in the amount of time she can be in attendance at meetings.  
 
Adendum to Mayor’s Report: 
Monday began the Right of Way Clearing project on Lime Creek Rd. In the contract with Central Texas 
Tree Care, any mulch not utilized by residents will be cleared away at the end of the project. Residents 
can request mulch by calling the Village offices.  

 

6. Approval of the Meeting Minutes from January 10th and January 20th, 2015. 
Council Member Babs Yarbrough makes a motion to approve the Minutes from January 10th and 
January 20th 2015. Seconded by Council Member Bill Connors. Carries unanimously.  
 

7. Village Reports. (Chair of the Finance Committee and Staff) 
a. Financial Reports.  

Revenue is mostly from property tax revenue; expenses slightly under budget; outside 
services higher than expected, cash flow as expected. 

b. Construction Update. 
Barbara Wilson, City Administrator details the ongoing development projects within the 
Village of Volente.  

c. City Administrator Report. 
Barbara Wilson gives her City Administrator’s Report. 

d. City Secretary Report. 
Julia Vicars summarizes her City Secretary Report.  

Committee Chairs gave a brief update of the work their committees are doing. 
 

8. Discussion and Possible Action on proposed Ordinance 2015-O-4 to allow for the Codification of the 
Village of Volente’s Ordinances. 

a. Staff Presentation. 
Barbara Wilson summarizes the need for this ordinance, to allow the ordinances of the 
Village of Volente to become codified and searchable online.  

b. Citizen Comments. 
Jan Yenawine states his support for this ordinance.  
 
Discussion amongst Council on the process of reviewing and the process of codifying the 
ordinances and how best to do those synonymously.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott makes a motion to accept and pass Ordinance No. 2015-O-04. 
Seconded by Council Member Babs Yarbrough. Carries unanimously.  
 

9. Discussion and Possible Action on Amending Ordinance No. 2004-O-24, 2004-O-25, and 2014-O-12; 

possibly changing the process and routing of variance requests.  (Mayor Ken Beck) 

a. Staff Presentation.  

Mayor Ken Beck gives a presentation on the process variance requests currently go through 

with suggested changes to go to the Planning and Zoning Commission for review.  



 

 

Tom Buckle, City Attorney, explains the process of consolidated hearings, which could 

streamline the process of variance requests.  

b. Citizen Comments. 

Judy Barrick, 15907 Booth Circle, asks for a copy of the Resolution in which it states that the 

Planning and Zoning Commission must review every application to determine if it was 

administratively complete.  

Allison Thrash states that the Resolution was created to streamline and ensure that the 

Planning and Zoning Commission receive complete applications before an applicant comes 

before the Commission. She adds that with a variance comes a lot of material for review to 

make an informed decision.  

Jan Yenawine, states that the Planning and Zoning Commission are the worker bees, with 

Council being an oversight Committee. Believes Council will not have enough time to go 

through the minutia of reviewing a variance request in the way that Planning and Zoning 

does.  

Council Member Kristi Belote makes a motion to recommend to the Planning and Zoning 

Commission review of Ordinance No. 2004-O-24, 2004-O-25 and 2014-O-12 specifically for 

the process of variance requests. Seconded by Council Member Bill Connors. The motion 

carries with Council Members Connors, Belote, Yarbrough, and Mayor Pro Tem voting for; 

Council Member David Springer votes against.  

 

10. Recommendations from the Planning and Zoning Commission on Ordinance No. 2004-O-24, 2004-O-25, 

and 2014-O-12; Suggesting a change to the regularly scheduled time of meetings.   (Interim Chair Jeff 

Browning) 

a. Presentation by Interim Chair of Planning and Zoning Commission.  

b. Citizen Comments. 

Jeff Browning, Interim Chair of the  Planning and Zoning Commission, was absent at the time 

of this Agenda item. Since staff already have record of the recommendation to change this 

time, Staff presented the request in Agenda item 11. 

 

11. Discussion and Possible Action on submitting recommendations to the Planning and Zoning Commission 

for amending Ordinance No. 2004-O-24, 2004-O-25, and 2014-O-12; allowing a time change of regularly 

scheduled meetings for the Planning and Zoning Commission.  

a. Staff Presentation. 

Barbara Wilson, City Administrator, summarizes the request from Planning and Zoning 

Commission. 

Council Member Bill Connors adds that the Planning and Zoning Commission would like to 

change the time of their regularly scheduled meetings from 7:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

b. Citizen Comments.  

Council Member Kristi Belote makes a motion to amend the ordinances to allow Planning 

and Zoning to meet at 6:30 p.m. instead of 7:00 p.m. Seconded by Council member Bill 

Connors. Carries unanimously.  



 

 

12. Recommendations from the Public Relations and Communications Committee for suggested changes to 
Ordinance No. 2004-O-24, 2004-O-25, and 2014-O-12, Section 22.301 (O); suggesting that the Public 
Relations and Communications Committee conduct Community Surveys, with approval of the Village 
Council. (Council Member Belote) 

a. Staff Presentation. 
b. Citizen Comments. 

For the purposes of saving time, Agenda items 12 and 13 were discussed at the same time.   
 

13. Discussion and Possible Action on submitting recommendations to the Planning and Zoning Commission 

for amending Ordinance No. 2004-O-24, 2004-O-25, and 2014-O-12, Section 22.301; allowing the Public 

Relations and Communications Committee to conduct Council approved Surveys.  

a. Staff Presentation. 

Council Member Kristi Belote says that allowing the Public Relations and Communications 

Committee to conduct surveys is essential to their committee.  

Council Member Bill Connors says that Planning and Zoning will be reviewing Ordinances 

and the Comprehensive Plan. Bill Connors states for the record that it is very important to 

get a lot of feedback from the community on an ongoing basis and that if we have questions 

we have the ability to quickly turn around, go to the Public Relations and Communications 

committee, ask clarifying questions all as questions arise through this process.  

b. Citizen Comments. 

Judy Barrick, states that City Council made this change last year. Asks why it is necessary to 

have the Planning and Zoning Commission come back with a recommendation to remove 

this, when they did not place it there in the first place.  

Mattie Adams, 15941 Booth Circle, states the whole purpose of adding this section in was 

for the Planning and Zoning Commission to conduct a Community Survey for the 

Comprehensive Plan.  

Council Member Bill Connors makes a motion to recommend to the Planning and Zoning 

Commission that they review the ordinances above, specifically in regards to surveys, and 

possibly strike the section. Motion defeated.  

 

Council Member David Springer makes a motion that we do nothing on these ordinances. 

Seconded by Council Member Babs Yarbrough. Council Members Yarbrough, Springer, and 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Scott vote for; Council Members Connors and Belote vote against. 

The motion passes. 

 

14. Discussion and Possible Action on Rescinding Resolution 2010-O-58 establishing clarification of Policy for 
Administration and Procedures between City Administration and the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

a. Staff Presentation. 
Barbara Wilson, City Administrator, says that in going through the Ordinances to prepare for 
codification she found a Resolution that requires every application would go to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission to establish if it is administratively complete or not.  

b. Citizen Comments. 



 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Scott makes a motion to amend the Resolution to remove the 
requirement that every application be reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
Seconded by Council Member Babs Yarbrough. Carries unanimously.  
 

15. Nomination and Possible Appointment of members of the Planning and Zoning Commission and Board 
of Adjustments including the possible appointment of a Vice Chair and possible appointment of an ad 
hoc member for consultation and professional advice to the Board of Adjustments.  

a. Presentation by the Mayor. 
The Mayor summarizes the changes in members for the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and Board of Adjustments.  

b. Nominations. 
c. Citizen Comments. 

Council Member David Springer makes a motion to accept the list of members of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and Board of Adjustments, as listed. Seconded by 
Council Member Kristi Belote. Carries unanimously.  
 

16. Discussion on the Village of Volente involvement in the Capital Metro Build Central Texas program.  
a. Staff Presentation. 

The Mayor summarizes the Village’s participation in Capital Metro Build Central Texas 
Program. Mayor Pro Tem Scott adds additional background information.  

b. Citizen Comments.  
Jan Yenawine states his support for adding this topic to the November election.  
Mattie Adams, Booth Circle, says that she participated in the election that enrolled our 
Village in this program and at that time it made fiscal sense to get more out of the program 
than what we contributed. The program has since changed and CapMetro should step up to 
the table and account for the past years of poor performance.  
Council Member Babs Yarbrough makes a motion to put withdrawal from the CapMetro 
BCT Program on the Ballot for the November election. Seconded by Council Member 
Connors. Carries unanimously.  
 

17. Discussion and Possible Action on the 2015 Olive Fest and the implementation of a Public and Private 
Partnership. (Mayor Ken Beck). 

a. Staff Presentation. 
Mayor Ken Beck details the upcoming Olive Fest and the proposal that the Village of Volente 
become a sponsor of this event with a maximum amount of $500 sponsorship.  

b. Timeline, Costs, Budgetary Impact, and End Results.  
c. Citizen Comments.  

Anne Steichen, 15807 FM 2769, states her support of this sponsorship.  
Allison Thrash suggests we encourage more local vendors this year.  
Judy Barrick, 15907 Booth Circle, states her support for the Village sponsoring the Olive 
Fest. 
Nancy Carufel, 8138 Joy Rd, states her support of this item.  
Jan Yenawine states that he is not in support of spending public money on private 
partnerships.  
Mattie Adams, Booth Circle, states she is not in support of this item and that public funds 
should not be given to private entities.  
Joyce Beck, Booth Circle, says she in support of the Village sponsoring the Olive Fest.  



 

 

Council Member Babs Yarbrough makes a motion to become a sponsor of the Olive Fest 
with a sponsorship amount of $500.00. Seconded by Council Member Bill Connors. Carries 
unanimously.  
 

18. Presentation, Discussion, and Possible Action Regarding the Bid for Roadway Mowing in conjunction 
with the Public Works Committee. (Mayor Ken Beck) 

a. Staff Presentation. 
Mayor Ken Beck reviews the bid for Roadway mowing.  

b. Timeline, Costs, Budgetary Impact, and End Results. 
c. Citizen Comments.  

Jan Yenawine suggests that mowing be done in spots that do not have any wildflowers, with 
a second mow after the wildflowers have died.  
Council Member Kristi Belote makes a motion to approve the bid with Gerry and Gerry 
mowing the critical areas first, then a secondary mow after the wildflowers and spring 
rain. Seconded by Council Member Babs Yarbrough. Carries unanimously.  

 

19. Close Public Meeting, Open Executive Session.  

Mayor Ken Beck closed the Public Meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

 

20. Close Executive Session and Re-Open Public Meeting.  

Mayor Ken Beck closes the Executive Session and Re-opens the Public Meeting at 10:07 p.m.  

 

21. Discussion and Possible Action resulting from the Executive Session, if any.  

Council Member Bill Connors makes a motion to extend the offer for employment as discussed to the 

City Secretary. Seconded by Council Member David Springer. Carries unanimously.  

 

22. Adjourn. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:09 p.m.  

 

Passed and approved this ________ day of _______________________, 20____. 

 

Signed:  

   ______________________________________ 

   Ken Beck, Mayor of the Village of Volente 

Attest:  

 

_____________________________  

Julia Vicars, City Secretary  
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