Jan and I met with Mayor Nyle Maxwell and City Manager Jim Nuse on Wednesday, Sept. 5th, for lunch.
 
Here are the key points that were brought up:
 
1. Round Rock is now “driving the bus” on this overall project.  Their city council member, Scott Rhode, is now the President of the Board of Directors of the BCRUA. Mayor Maxwell and Manager Nuse feel that they have the experience to do this right. 

2. Round Rock joined the project very early this year.  They did so with the complete assurance from Leander and Cedar Park that everything was in place, including all easements etc, to build the deep water intake and the pumping station on Booth Circle . Only later did they discover that this was not the case.  I asked the Mayor if that made him feel a little uncomfortable with his partners. 

3. They believe that the new water treatment plant must be on line by 2010 – specifically to support Leander first and Cedar Park second.  They said Round Rock did not need water until 2015. We made the point that the Leander and Cedar Park floating intakes could be upgraded and positioned such as to allow access to the 580’ level, and didn’t need a deep water intake to be built. 

4. Thanks to the rain of 2007, the breaking of the drought, they have been given time.  Due to the push back from VoV, the VNA, and our residents, they made the decision to direct their engineering firm to do a new complete analysis of all possible intake locations, and to evaluate all possible technologies.  They have not established a delivery date for this study.  We stressed the need to convince all involved parties that this study is truly “objective” and is not “window dressing”.  Jim Nuse offered to take one of us down to the engineering firm to review what they are doing. 
5. Jim Nuse said that they did not have any plans to take the water line up Lime Creek Road .  The path being pursued is Trail’s End road.  The water line will go up Lime Creek from the intake to near the current water treatment plant, then go over to Trail’s End – depending on where the intake is constructed.  We brought up the impact of construction on one of only two roads into and out of Volente, as well as the potential damage to the roads. 
6. They seemed to be very surprised that Cedar Park had worked closely with an (unscrupulous) developer to put together all the plans for the Booth Circle location, and were surprised that no efforts had been made to communicate to the VoV or the residents. 
7. Several times the issue of working with the City of Austin came up, and every time the two of them went to lengths to say that Austin’s schedule and plans could not be counted on, and that they needed to work fast to meet the needs of Leander.  I voiced my personal opinion that there needs to be a truly regional solution for water for ALL cities.  Jim Nuse indicated that they believe that they have pursued a regional solution, only for Round Rock, Cedar Park , and Leander. 

8. We clearly made it clear that we were not in support of any location for the deep water intake and pumping station that 
