January 30, 2008

Dear Greater Volente Residents ;
  As you are all aware, the BCRUA appeared before the Texas Water Development Board this Tuesday, Jan. 28th,  requesting a loan of $309M in order to complete Phases I and II of their plan to secure long term water from Lake Travis.  The Volente area had a very strong turnout of interested and concerned citizens at the meeting. According to meeting officials there were 36 people who signed up to speak and, I believe, only two spoke in support of approving the request for funds.  Trail's End Road had a strong turnout of speakers. Also making major presentations were Connie Ripley of DELTA, Mattie Adams who waited until the end in order to summarize and strongly present her case, Judy and Al Graci and their son Scott who were wonderfully articulate about the issues not addressed by the BCRUA, and I spoke on behalf of the Volente Neighborhood Association - all of us in opposition to the approval of this fund request. There were many others who made wonderful presentations of positions, and I want to thank each and every one of them.
The results - a mixed bag.  In listening to the discussion of the board once public input was over it was apparent that we had raised a number of good points in our presentations and had caused a level of concern to be raised amongst the board members.   The funding request was to pay for two phases of a three phase project. Phase I is to acquire land along Trail's End Road in order to install a new pipeline for raw water, to upgrade the existing floating intake in order to increase capacity, and to build the new Water Treatment Plant.  Funding for this phase was approved by the board with the caveats that appropriate permits and certificates must be secured before construction can start.  This approval was a disappointment to all of us.  The board added a new twist to the approval for funding of Phase II, a phase where the deep water intake and pumping station will be constructed.  Before the BCRUA can start this phase they will have to come back to the TWDB board and address the uncertainties that all of us brought up - to final proposed location of the intake, the relationship with the Village of Volente, the rights of eminent domain, the possibility of partnering with the City of Austin, etc.  
This means that it was not a clear cut approval of this overall project. It also showed that the residents of Volente are informed and are passionate about protecting our rights through this project.  A next major review meeting will take on Feb. 26th before the Travis County Commissioners Court. This will be a meeting expressly to address the planned path of the BCRUA pipeline and what, if any, obligations Travis County has to approve the request to route the pipeline through or under Sandy Creek Park.  As we get more details on this we will make them aware to all of you.
Finally, Sen. Kirk Watson has sent an email to those of us who met with him a week or so ago complimenting all of those who attended the TWDB Board meeting and who presented there.  He felt that we all demonstrated an awareness of the issues and presented them extremely well. He felt that we had really accomplished something by the delay in approval of funding for Phase II. 
Regards,   
Ken Beck
President, Volente Neighborhood Association
