February 22, 2019

Dear Volente Residents, Mayor Springer, Mayor Pro Tem Wilder, Council Member Connors, Ryan and Nace,

Making the decision to serve on the Village of Volente Council was done with great thought and consideration.  This thought process began in February of 2018 when applying for a vacated Council position and again in November of 2018 when running unopposed for the same Council position.
My decision to resign, effective February 22, 20119, from my Council position has been given equal, if not more consideration. In short, it has been a painful one.
The reason that I am resigning as Council member is that the Council is conducting business in such a manner that I cannot in good faith serve the citizens of Volente effectively as you deserve.
 I have actively prepared and participated in Council meetings in order to make informed voting decisions for the best interest of every citizen in Volente. 
It has become impossible to carry out obligations that I took an oath to the Village to carry out. The past and current problems regarding disagreements and interactions render my voice and vote ineffective.
I do not feel that there is a shared sense of integrity and values with this Council. I acknowledge that the Council doesn’t and probably won’t agree on every decision but there at least should be a forum for respectful discussion and debate.
Instead there are accusation and innuendoes of wrongdoing.
There is a breakdown of trust between the members of Council which makes it impossible to find middle grounds or solutions much less conduct official Village business and meaningful Council meetings.
I believe the hostile environment is primarily fueled by the chaos of a disorganized Village office that has been neglected, misdirected and misguided for many years. I further feel that I cannot support the Council because of a lack of confidence in the strategy and direction that in many ways is in conflict with the Comprehensive Master Plan and my understanding of the wishes of the citizens of the Village of Volente.
I wish the Council members success and remain hopeful they can overcome the challenges ahead. But most importantly, I want to express my sincere thanks to the people of Volente for the opportunity to serve. 

Sincerely,
Missy Thost
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